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“For nearly fifty years, practicing and listening to (Haydn’s) work has
always given me a feeling of fufilment. At every contact with it I have
always had an involuntary desire to do what seems to be good, and what
ought to please God. This sentiment is not dependent on my reason, and
passion has no part in it.” --GOETHE Kunst und Alterum




Some things that Haydn said:

In Nomine Jesu
[WORDS HAYDN WROTE AT THE BEGINNING OF A NEW COMPOSITION]

There are so few happy and contented people here below, sorrow
and anxiety pursue them from everywhere. Perhaps your work
may, some day, become a spring from which the careworn may

draw a few moment’s rest and refreshment.
[WHAT HAYDN SAID TO SOME ORCHESTRA MEMBERS PLAYING THE CREATION]

If an idea soon comes without much difficulty, it expands. But if it
does not make progress, I try to find out if I have erred in some
way or other, therefore forfeiting grace, and I pray for mercy until I

feel that I am forgiven.
[COMMENTS HAYDN MADE REGARDING HIS COMPOSITIONAL PROCESS]

When I was working on The Creation, I felt so impregnated with
the Divine certainty, that before sitting down to the piano, I would
quietly and confidently pray to God to grant me the talent that was

needed to praise Him worthily.
[WORDS SPOKEN BY HAYDN TO A FRIEND]

I offer all my praises to Almighty God,

for I owe them to Him alone.
[QUOTE FROM A LETTER WRITTEN BY HAYDN TELLING HIS LIFE STORY]

Not from me, from there, above, comes everything.
[REACTION TO OVATION AFTER PERFORMANCE OF THE CREATION,
THE LAST CONCERT HAYDN ATTENDED, ON MARCH 27, 1808]

Solo Dei Gloria

[WORDS HAYDN WROTE AT THE END OF A NEW COMPOSITION]
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